
The

Todd Tattler
Official Publication of the Harold A. Todd Jr., Wisconsin Motor Post 537

March 2012 Member of WALPA & NALPA 9159 W. Beloit Rd., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53227
Volume 4, Issue 8 414-543-2030

1

DATES
TO REMEMBER

Friday, March 2, 2012
Annual (Smoker) Card Party

6:30 pm - 12:30 am

SUNDAY, March 4, 2012
1:30 pm

Membership Mtg
Initiation and Year Awards

. . .
Tuesday, March 6, 2012

6:30 pm
Membership Meeting

. . .
Tuesday, March 13, 2012

5:00 pm
House Committee Meeting

. . .
Monday, March 19, 2012

6:30 pm
Smoker Committee Mtg

. . .
Monday, March 19, 2012

7:00 pm
Executive Board Meeting

. . .
Tuesday, March 20, 2012

7:00 pm
Unit 537 Auxiliary Mtg

. . .
Wednesday, March 21, 2012

7:30 pm
4th District Meeting
Todd Post Hall

sponsored by Post 415
. . .

Wednesday, March 28, 2012
7:30 pm

Milw Cty Council Mtg
Todd Post Hall

ANNUAL POST (Smoker) CARD PARTY
FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2012

6:30 pm - 12:30 am
Post Hall - $10.00 admission

1st Prize $500.00 - 2nd Prize $250.00 - 3rd Prize $125.00
and other prizes - Drawing at 11:00 pm (do not need be present to win,

however, it is more fun to be there).
Raffle tickets are $1.00 each or $6.00 for $5.00.

Tickets are available at the post bar, and will be available at the Smoker

Fun, Fresh popped Popcorn, Refreshments (Beer, Soda, Coffee, Tea)
Raffles with lots of neat prizes - Special items as well
(must be present to win special and floor raffles)

Drawings throughout the event.
Fish bowl - with lots of neat items

Meal at 10:00 pm, with shredded turkey sandwiches, tuna sandwiches,
sausages, salads and more. (included in price of admission)

Come join us, bring a group of friends to play cards.
We have cards, chips and cribbage boards available for use of our players.

Talk us up with your friends and family.
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COMMANDERS CORNER
Walter Pfeiffer

Here we are with the month of March
knocking on our door. Our annual Card Party
(smoker) fund raiser will be held on Friday, March
2nd. I hope to see many of you there, either to help,
or to play.

I want you! Uncle Sam is pointing at you on
the front page of our Tattler. Remember this picture?

This is the time of year that we start to look at
what the year 2012 - 2013 will entail. Election of
Officers will be held in April. We also elect delegates
to 4th District, and the State Convention. There are
also many committee assignments that are made by
the Post Commander.

It takes many to effectively run the Legion
Post. One person cannot do it all. So, if you are
interested in becoming an Officer, committee person,
or a delegate, please mark your calendar, and attend
the April 3rd meeting. Let someone know that you
wish to be nominated for an Office, or nominate
someone that you think would make a good Officer.
Perhaps you could assist an Officer to learn what the
position entails, and run for Office next year.

If you cannot commit to an Office, again, a
committee position may be the place for you to start.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
1st Vice Linda Pfeiffer

We currently have 285 paid members for 2012.
We need to reach 293 for 100%. We did not meet
100% by the end of the year, so we did not get $100
from District. Again, I ask that if you have not
renewed to please send in your dues as soon as
possible. If there is an issue that prevents you from
paying dues, please call and talk to me. We can make
arrangements to help you.

Dues are $35.00 for 2012, and $28.00 if you are
retired and have been a member of Post 537 for 10 or
more years. Dues for the Auxiliary are $18.00, and
the SAL dues are $10.00.

Please note that if your dues have not yet been
paid, you will no longer get the Badger Legionnaire,
the Legion Magazine, your “free” $1000.00 accidental
death benefit has expired, and all discounts are
expired. In order to reinstate all of the above, you
must pay your 2012 membership dues. You will then
be required to resubmit a form for the insurance as
well.

Discounts for American Legion members
include, Travel and Lodging discounts, Automobile
Rental discounts, Financial and Insurance benefits,
Home Services, Medical and Dental benefits,
purchase discounts, computer discounts, and the list
goes on and on. To access this information please
visit www.legion.org/benefits/home.

For those members who have not yet paid,
please contact us if you have questions and / or
concerns, and the Commander will be more than
happy to take the time to talk with you.

FROM THE HOUSE COMMITTEE
Wally Pufahl, Doug Kueny, Brian Duerr

The hall construction is complete.

We are now in the process of drawing up
plans for the wall displays, ie: pictures of Past
Commander, Past Presidents and Past SAL
Commanders, as well as the Charters and Memorial
Plaques. New Preambles for the Legion, Auxiliary
and SAL are complete and awaiting framing.

While our sound amplifier is fine, we needed
to replace the speakers, so that everyone in the hall
can hear us. We will be using this “new” system at
the Annual Smoker.

Come out to see the new “renovated” hall and
enjoy some time at “your” clubhouse.

Remember that the hall is available for rent for
weddings, parties, etc. Please let your friends know
that we have reasonable prices and a “nice new”
atmosphere for their enjoyment.
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ED’S HEAD BANGIN’QUIZ

1. What is the longest, fastest, most powerful
Battleship ever built by the U.S.?

a. U.S.S. Iowa b. U.S.S. New Jersey
c . U.S.S. Maine

2. Who was pictured on the $10,000 bill?
a. Alfred Murphy b. Wilford M. Barnes
c. Salmon B. Chase

3. In what State is Ft. Knox located?
a. Kansas b. Virginia c. Kentucky

4. Who was the only President to have served
as a Postmaster?

a. Alexander Hamilton b. Abraham Lincoln
c. William Taft

5. What area of the world has the highest
frequency of thunderstorms?

a. Costa Rica b. Florida c. Uganda

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT
Nick Berg

If you are aware of a Post Member that has
become ill or who has passed away, please let me
know as soon as possible so I can take care of what I
need to do. If there are any other questions please let
me know. My contact information is on page 7 of this
newsletter.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Commander Bob Sirovina Jr.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 6, 2012, at
6:30 pm at the Post. We are looking for ideas for our
future events and activities, so please mark the day on
your calendar and attend the meeting.

Dues for the 2013 membership year will be
increased from $10.00 to $15.00 per member.

As always, if you have any questions,
comments, concerns or ideas, please feel free to
contact me at 414-321-1479 or email
durango1@wi.rr.com.

CHAPLAINS NOTES
Gretchen Davies

The Founding Fathers recognized that morals
and spiritual strength would build a great nation.
The American Legion emphasizes the spiritual
foundations of our freedom in a program where all
Faiths can walk side by side. Legionnaires must
mimic the Nation's founders and allow religion to
permeate every phase of living. The concept of
"Service to God and Country" is non-denominational,
but it does not act independently of religious groups.
There is cooperation with any and all organized
religions so that Americans never forget that God is
the source of all our rights and privileges. The
Legion's "Children & Youth" program should support
local Scouting & religious youth group programs so
that the next generation carries on the same respect
for our civil & spiritual rights.

February 2nd, 1943, Four Chaplains of
different religions worked together to calm and
comfort and guide the panic stricken men on the
sinking Dorchester. Let their example guide our
Legionnaires to selfless service to God and Country.

FUND RAISING REPORT
Chairperson Gretchen Davies

MARCH 2, 2012, sure arrived quickly!!! I’m
not sure where January and February have gone.
I hope many of you will be there for the Fun, Food,
and Fabulous raffle prizes. Join us for an hour; Join
us for the entire evening.

AND: if you can donate some time, all help is
appreciated!!! As for any of the Post events, please
do not feel that you shouldn't volunteer just because
you cannot spend the entire evening. Even an hour of
volunteer time gives someone else a break and will
make the evening a little less stressful for everyone.

4TH DISTRICT REPORT
Mark Sandow - District 2nd Vice Commander

Americanism and Government (A&G) Testing
will be held in April. It is open to students in 10th,
11th, and 12th grades in public and parochial schools
as well as those who are home-schooled. Thirty two
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(32) scholarships ranging from $250-$500 will be
awarded throughout the State of Wisconsin. This
opportunity to receive a scholarship applies to all
schools, especially in the Milwaukee area, not just in
the 4th District. The Todd Post will administer A&G
Testing for several home-schooled students on
Wednesday, April 4th at 6:30 pm. If you know any
student that is interested, please let me or Ray
"Godfather" Pasbrig (262-853-4929 ) know asap.
Registration is required by March 5th, so the tests can
be ordered from Portage. If you have a student in
your family or neighborhood who would like to take
the test, please encourage them to do so.

Subjects that the test covers:
Multiple choice and true and false questions.

a. The U.S. Flag
b. Wis Government and Wis History
c. County Government and History
d. U.S. Government and History

There is also a 300 word essay that is a tie
breaker, in the event several students ace the test. The
essay is on one of the areas listed on the test.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE. It's not too early
to start thinking about marching in the Memorial Day
Parade. We will need marchers from "the Family"
including a Color Guard.

All Todd Post Members of the Post, Auxiliary
and SAL are invited to March. This includes our
Junior Auxiliary and younger SALmembers.

If you would like to participate in the parade
but can't maneuver as well as you used to, either get a
ride in a car or if you are a WWII or Korean War
consider sending me your name for submission for a
bus ride in the parade. Let me know!

The next meeting of the Mighty 4th District
will be held on Wednesday, March 21, 2012, at 7:30
pm at the Todd Post sponsored by Police Post 415.

The next meeting of the Milwaukee County
Council will be held on Wednesday, March 28, 2012,
at 7:30 pm at the Todd Post. So you have two great
opportunities to come out and see what a District
meeting and/or a County meeting is all about and
you don't have to go far.

ADJUTANTS NOTES
Mark Sandow

Sunday, March 4, 2012 at 1:30 pm, the Post will
hold its annual Initiation of Members. We only have
one person currently signed up for Initiation,
however, we have several members who will receive
year stars and /or certificates for being in the Legion
for many years. If you forgot to sign up, and show up
that day, we will still be able to initiate you, or give
you your year star, but will have to give you your
certificate at a later date. Remember that there is not
a meeting on the 1st Tuesday of March, as we have
our regular meeting on Sunday, March 4th. I hope to
see you all at the Post.

3RD VICE COMMANDER
Jim Marinkovich

Poppy Distribution will be held for the Joint
Family Poppy Fund, at Miller Park on Saturday April
21, 2012. The game starts at 6:10 pm, so we need to be
at the park by 4:15 and will be able to leave the park
by 6:30 pm. Many helpful hands are needed. We
have found ways to have members transported to the
park via bus, so that you don’t have to worry about
parking and long walks. You can see me at a Post
meeting to sign up to help, or you can call me at
414-327-3420. We will also have Poppy Distribution
Friday, May 18, and Saturday, May 19, at several local
businesses. Please volunteer to help us raise funds to
help Veterans and their families.

The post
donated a gas
powered
pressure washer
to Camp
American
Legion.

Pictured is Post
Member
Chuck Cooney
and Charles
Watry from
CampAL
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Commander Walter Pfeiffer
1st Vice Linda Pfeiffer (Editor)
262-784-2807
waltnlindapfeiffer@sbcglobal.net

2nd Vice Brian Duerr
414-541-7703 - home
414-477-0501 - cell
brianduerr@hotmail.com

3rd Vice Jim Marinkovich
414-327-3420

Chaplain Gretchen Davies
414-731-8240 - cell
Gretchen.Davies@revenue.wi.gov

Service Officer Nick Berg
414-329-8184 - home
414-698-3181 - cell
nberg99@yahoo.com

Adjutant Mark Sandow
4th District, 2nd Chair
414-418-0993 - Cell
414-545-0409 - Home
MarkSandow@wi.rr.com

Parliamentarian Chuck Cooney
414-856-0804
ccooney2@wi.rr.com

House Committee:
Wally Pufahl - 414-541-0497
Doug Kueny - 414-425-0059
Brian Duerr - 414-541-7703

Unit President Sue Middlestead
414-545-2727
jmiddlestead@wi.rr.com

S.A.L. Squadron Commander
Robert Sirovia Jr.
414-321-1479
durango1@.wi.rr.com

ED’S HEAD BANGIN
QUIZ ANSWERS

1. a. U.S.S. Iowa
2. c. Salmon B. Chase

Note: he was Secretary to the
Treasury during the Civil War

3. c. Kentucky
4. b. Abraham Lincoln
5. c. Uganda

VOLUNTEER(s) NEEDED

We have a WWII Post
member who is in need of some
help at home. If you have the time
to help with grocery shopping,
preparing some light meals, or
transportation to doctor appoint-
ments, or just visiting for an hour
or so. If you can help call Linda
Pfeiffer at 262-784-2807 and I will
give you the Veterans information.

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION
for Children and Youth Programs

Walter Pfeiffer

Any time you have a bag of
cans to be picked up, please contact
Commander Pfeiffer. We will be sure
to make arrangements to get them from
you. Thank you to the members who
have called. Every can counts.

You may bring your bags of
cans to the Post Membership
meetings and we will take care of
them.

We will also have an
aluminum can drive in April, so
please be sure to watch next
months Tattler for the date.

H.A. TODD JR POST 537
WEBSITE

On the website is a lot of good
information. There is a calendar of

events, so you can see from month
to month when meetings take place.

Newest addition:
Volunteer Hours form.
This is located under Forms and
Newsletters.

You can fill in all your volunteer
Information, and then print it and
bring it to a post meeting. OR, you
can save to your computer in PDF
form and email it to Linda Pfeiffer,
and she will print it off and give it
to the adjutant for including in the
year end reports (due in May) to
Department Headquarters.

AMERICAN LEGION GOLFERS

Are you looking for a game?
Join the A.L. Tuesday morning Golf
League.

We play at four (4) different
golf courses: Greenfield, Whitnall,
Grant and Oakwood.

Tee time starts at 7:36 am.
Bring a friend.

If interested call Wayne
Goldbach for more information at
414-546-6488.

AUXILIARY CASINO BUS TRIP

Our next bus trip will be
April 24, 2012 to Oneida. We leave
at 7:00 am and return at 6:00 pm.
Price is $30.00 per person. Anyone
interested should contact Vi Kaun
at 414-525-1025 or email
rkaun@wi.rr.com.

Deadline for reservations is
4/3/12. This is open to all Legion
Family and Friends.



Todd Post Website: www.toddpost537.org
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TTAAPPSS
Ralph Gondek

February 15, 2012
US Coast Guard

WWII

Our sympathy is extended to 
his family.  

May he rest peacefully in the
the arms of the 

Great Commander, of us all.

These are pictures of the renovations 
in the Post Hall.

Upper Picture is the entrance doors 
to the hall. 

Picture to the left iis the new stage.

Bottom picture is the east wall with 
the open doored area being storage 

for chairs, and the closed doors are the
storage area for the tables

Preambles, pictures 
Memorial Plaques 

and Charters will be hung
in the near future.

It is much better to see 
this in person then in 

pictures, 
come check it out.


