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I hope all is
well with everyone.
Maybe now that
summer is finally here,
the weather might

improve. I hope all survived the heavy rains we
received a few weekends ago. Watching the
news, I know there were a lot of basements
flooded in the West Allis area. Now that summer
is here, just a reminder that there are no
membership meetings in July or August. The
executive board still meets during the summer
months. If you have a concern regarding the
post, please contact a Post Officer and your
concern(s) will be discussed at a Board Meeting.

Don't forget to mark August 8, 2009 on
your calendar. This is the date of the Post picnic.
The picnic will be held at Valley View Park in
New Berlin, picnic area #2. This is the same area
we have used in the past. I hope all members
and their families will try to attend. Food and
drink will be provided by the post. There will
also be raffles held during the picnic. Anyone
interested in helping with the picnic can contact
2nd Vice Grant Nothnagel. Last years picnic was
a success with what I thought was the best sweet
corn I ever eaten.

I would like to wish American Legion Auxiliary
member Diana Sirovina good luck. Diana is a
candidate for State 2nd Vice President. Diana is
married to SALmember Robert Sirovina and is
the daughter of Legion member Ron Kaun.

I will be on vacation during the month of
July. If you need assistance during this time,
please contact another Officer during my
absence.

I would like to thank “Suds Your Duds”
for donating three commercial clothes dryers to
CampAmerican Legion. I would like to thank
Dave Wischer for making this possible and Mike
Flairty for using his truck and trailer to transport
the dryers to CampAmerican Legion. Dave and
Mike drove up and back the same day to deliver
them. I know the dryers will be put to good use.

As I announced at our last membership
meeting, I am looking for volunteers to help with
the 150th anniversary celebration of our building
next summer. Anyone interested in helping can
contact me. We are planning to remodel the Post
“Cramer” Hall next year. Because the Post Hall
will be unavailable for eight (8) weeks, our plans
are to to kick off the 150th celebration of the
building with the corn roast in August 2010.

Commander Brian Duerr
414-541-7703

brianduerr@hotmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

As I write this article, I know that the
Renewals notices for 2010 are being mailed to the
membership. I have the membership cards and
as soon as I receive your dues, I will get your
card in the mail to you. We would really like to
have a large amount of the membership dues for
2010 paid by the 20th of July, so that State
Membership Committeeperson Dave Wischer can
take them to the Convention being held here in
Milwaukee at the Wyndham Convention Center
by the Airport. If you are not able to send in your
dues prior to Convention, please do so as soon as
possible, or please pay them at the Post Picnic or
Post Corn Roast. National Headquarters must
receive notice from the Post before the middle of
August in order to prevent a dues mailing to you
in September

As I have written before, your voice in
Washington is important. Veterans programs are
necessary and extremely important to every
Veteran, but paticularly to those Veterans who
have service -connected disabilities. When the
National American Legion speaks to the
Congress and the Senate, they quote membership
numbers - and the power of the number is heard.
Each of us wants to be sure that our current
disabled Veterans and our returning Veterans
with medical problems, receive the care that they
need. Your voice, my voice, and the voice of
every American Legion member, helps to make
this possible.

As you open your dues notice, please
check out the brochure that lists the benefits that
you are entitled to as a member of the American
Legion. On a personal level, I have used several
of these benefits, including the purchase of a new
personal computer. I saved a “chunk of change”
by going through the American Legion on the
computer and software I needed. My husband
and I have also used the benefit of discounts on
motel stays. National goes out and obtains

services for us that we might not otherwise be
entitled to. Take advantage of these discounts.

We ended the 2009 membership year with
321 members. Thank you to everyone who paid
his / her membership dues. This was an increase
of 23 members for 2009. This also means that we
need to reach 321 paid members in order to have
100% membership for 2010. Because we lost
several of our members to the “Great
Commander” this means that we also need to
invite eligible Veterans to join the American
Legion. If you know a Veterans who is eligible,
to include the returning Veterans from Iraq and
Afghanistan, please ask them to join. Our Post is
a fun place to visit, we have a dedicated group of
members who serve the community and Veteran,
but many of our members are gracefully aging,
so we need younger men and women to fill those
big shoes to serve the Community, State and
Nation. Talk us up, invite a Veteran to come to a
Post Function or membership meeting and see
what we are all about. Your voice is powerful,
your recommendations ring strong and clear,
each of us can help to keep the Todd Post strong
and American Legion stronger.

1st Vice Commander Linda Pfeiffer
262-784-2807

waltnlindapfeiffer@sbcglobal.net

UPCOMING EVENTS.

Wisconsin American Legion Convention
Milwaukee: July 23 -26, 2009.

Please see the Badger Legionnaire
for details.

Todd Post Picnic: Saturday August 8, 2009.

Annual Post Corn Roast: Sunday, August 16th.
Post Parking Lot - 11:00 am to 6:00 pm.
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SERVICE OFFICER REPORT

Happy Summer! As always if you are
aware of a Post Member that has become ill or
who has passed away, please let me know as
soon as possible so I can take care of what I need
to do. If there is any other questions please let
me know. My contact information is at the end of
the article. Thank You!

I just wanted to update you about a few
bills that are trying to be passed regarding
Veterans: Veteran Benefits Improvement Bills in
House 3/09 - The House Veterans’ Affairs
Economic Opportunity Subcommittee, chaired by
Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin (D-SD), held a
hearing to review 10 bills designed to improve
services and benefits for veterans provided by
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). “The
legislation…covers a wide range of important
issues affecting our nation’s service members and
veterans,” said Rep. Herseth Sandlin. The
following bills were reviewed:

H.R. 147, To amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to allow taxpayers to designate a
portion of their income tax payment to provide
assistance to homeless veterans. This bill creates a
section on the annual tax return form that would
allow taxpayers to designate $3 of their income
tax liability to programs that assist homeless
veterans without increasing the taxpayers’ tax
liability.

H.R. 228, To direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish a scholarship
program for students seeking a degree or
certificate in the areas of visual impairment and
orientation and mobility. Recipients would agree
to work as a full-time VA employee for three
years after program completion.

H.R. 297, Veteran Vocational Rehabilitation
and Employment Subsistence Allowance
Improvement Act of 2009. This bill would

provide for an increase in the amount of
subsistence allowance payable by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to veterans with
service-connected disabilities participating in
vocational rehabilitation programs.

H.R. 466, Wounded Veteran Job Security
Act. This bill would prohibit discrimination and
acts of reprisal against persons who receive
treatment for illnesses, injuries, and disabilities
incurred in or aggravated by service in the
uniformed services.

H.R. 929, To require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to carry out a program of
training to provide eligible veterans with skills
relevant to the job market, and for other
purposes. This bill would authorize the Military
Occupational Specialty Transition (MOST)
program, a program designed to help veterans
find work and train for good-paying jobs.

H.R. 942, Veterans Self-Employment Act of
2009. This bill would establish a pilot project on
the use of VA educational assistance programs to
defray training costs associated with the
purchase of certain franchise enterprises.

H.R. 950, To increase educational
assistance for certain veterans pursuing a
program of education offered through distance
learning. H.R. 950 would allow veterans taking
distance learning courses to receive a housing
stipend, under the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill.

H.R. 1088, Mandatory Veteran Specialist
Training Act of 2009. This bill would provide for
a one-year period for the training of new
disabled veterans' outreach program specialists
and local veterans' employment representatives
by National Veterans' Employment and Training
Services Institute.

H.R. 1089, Veterans Employment Rights
Realignment Act of 2009. This bill would provide

3



for the enforcement through the Office of Special
Counsel (OSC) of the employment and
unemployment rights of veterans and members
of the Armed Forces employed by Federal
executive agencies, allowing an individual to file
a USERRA complaint with the Office of Special
Counsel. Currently, servicemembers and veterans
are limited to only filing complaints with the
Secretary of the VA.

H.R. 1171, Homeless Veterans
Reintegration Program Reauthorization Act of
2009. This bill would reauthorize the Homeless
Veterans Reintegration Program for fiscal years
2010 through 2014. The program provides grants
to community-based providers serving the
homeless veteran population. NOTE: This bill
was passed by the House on 3/30/09.

These other bills must get through the
Economic Opportunity Subcommittee and the
full House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs before
being considered for passage by the House.
NAUS encourages you to contact your
representative and let him or her know your
position on these bills.

Service Officer Nick Berg Home: 414-329-8184
nberg99@yahoo.com Cell: 414-698-3181

REQUESTS FORMILITARY
PERSONNEL DEPLOYED OVERSEAS

Greetings & happy summer to all of you.
During the upcoming heat & humidity please
plan ahead for a Veteran's day tribute to all our
active duty members. In you are willing and
able, please provide a mini-biography of your
active duty relative & small photo. If there is
room in the October we publish all; if there is a
huge response to this request then we will feature
a story or two each month (maybe the service

person's birth month???) Please help give each
of these active duty personnel the tribute they
deserve!!!!!

If you have something you wish to share
with our troops, be it a small packaged food item,
personal items, appropriate magazines,
crossword books, or appropriate DVD’s, please
bring them to the Post, and we will be sure that
our troops receive your “gift of love and
support”.

We ask that all our Active Duty Members
keep us up to date on your current address,
especially if you are deployed, so that we can
send a “care package” to you. When you are
deployed please provide Linda Pfeiffer (our
editor) with a stateside address, so that she can
mail your copy of the Tattler to your family. If
you are able to receive a PDF file, you may email
Linda and she can send you a copy of the Tattler
via the internet. Linda’s email address is:
waltnlindapfeiffer@sbcglobal.net.

Chaplain Gretchen Davies
414-227-4301

POST BLOOD PRESSURE
SCREENING
Power Program

Our Legion Post’s involvement in the
POWER program continues! The POWER (POsts
Working for VetERans Health) Program is a study
which will compare two ways to help people
learn how to control their high blood pressure.
As part of this study, Gretchen and I are required
to give a short presentation at every Legion
Meeting - each on a variety of topics.

Considering that we will not have our next
Post meeting until September 1st, we will have to
present 2 topics in order to remain current with
the POWER Program. The topics that will be
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presented at the next meeting will be “Calories
and Food Labels” & “Preparing for Doctor
Visits”. Here’s a brief explanation of the topics to
be presented:

CALORIES AND FOOD LABELS

Lots of studies show that the people who
are able to count calories are the most successful
at losing weight, and avoiding gaining it back.
To help us count our calories, Gretchen and I are
going to teach you how to read a food label. You
will learn about the calories in a serving size ...
and the calories you actually eat! We will have
handouts to share with your family when you get
home after the meeting.

PREPARING FOR DOCTOR VISITS

Gretchen and I learned some tips on
making sure you get the most out of visits with
your doctor. We will go over these tips and will
provide copies of a booklet with lots of advice,
and a handy summary. This is an area where all
of us know a fair amount already about what
works and doesn't work, so come prepared to
share your thoughts.

The doctors that work in the POWER
Program all agree that the people who get the
most out of their visits are the ones that come
prepared. You only get 15 or 20 minutes at most
visits, so be sure your doctor knows what you
want to talk about. It turns out that no matter
how smart they are, most doctors can't read
minds! You can help by bringing your questions
on a piece of paper so you don't forget them.
And remember your blood pressure card!

You have probably noticed that even
though the POWER Program is focused on high
blood pressure, most of the things we talk about
are useful for people with many chronic
conditions, or for people who are fine now and
want to stay that way. So come prepared to

learn, even if you don't have high blood pressure!

I look forward to seeing you at the next
meeting. Enjoy the Summer break!

Robert Fyfe
414-208-9731 (cell phone)

RFYFE@WI.RR.COM

HARV’S QUIK QUIZ

1. What gout agency sends volunteers to other
countries to help improve their living standards?

a. Missionaries Group b. Peace Corps
c. Red Cross.

2. Do even numbered U.S. Interstate Highways
run

a. East - West? b. North - South?
c. All directions?

3. Which President did “Fireside Chats” on the
radio to let Americans know what was going on
with the Nation.?

a. herbert Hoover b. Harry S Truman
c. Franklin D. Roosevelt.

4. When he was called “Two-Faced” at a public
debate, who quickly replied, “If I had another
face, do you think I’d wear this One?”

a. William Harrison b. Abe Lincoln
c. VanBuren.

5. Whose wife insisted that they play “Hail to the
Chief” when he entered the room?

a. James Madison b. James Polk
c. John Adams.
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AUXILIARY NEWS

I would like to thank everyone for all the
hard work they have put into the Auxiliary
projects during the past year. Hopefully,
everyone will have a safe and relaxing summer.
The auxiliary is already planning for next year.
The Fashion Show is scheduled for November
4th. We will begin selling tickets in September.
The bus trip to Oneida Casino is scheduled for
October 19th. Please contact Vi Kaun at
414-525-1025 or Audrey McClain at 414-541-9622
to make reservations or get information
regarding the trip.

I am looking forward to many new
projects next year and I am confident that we will
accomplish a lot by all working together as a
Legion Family. Please contact me personally if
you have any suggestions for projects,
fundraisers etc.

Auxiliary President Sue Hembrook
262-843-4791 Genesuehem@wi.rr.com

ANNUAL POST CORN ROAST

Our bar patrons are working hard
organizing and planning the Post Bar annual
Corn Roast. It will be held on Sunday, August
16th in the Post Parking Lot. If it rains (and it
better not) we will retreat to Cramer Hall where it
will be dry. Bryan O’Donnell will be
entertaining everyone. We will begin at 11:00 am
and stop the fun at 6:00 pm. Games, prizes,
chances to win a variety of items. Corn, brats,
and refreshments at an affordable price. Come
and join us for an afternoon of enjoyment. Bring
a friend or two or three.

Post Manager Bill Martin
& Patron Planning Committee

HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Well summer has finally arrived. The
members of the House Committee hope that
everyone enjoys the summer. We are taking a
break from our re-modeling projects, as we feel
we need to relax a little bit also. We are looking
for contractors interested in submitting bids for
the hall remodeling project, scheduled for next
summer. If anyone would like a copy of what we
are looking to have done please contact the Post,
or one of the committee members. This will be a
large project with the hall being shut down for
two (2) months next year. The Commander has
appointed three members to assist us in this
project: They are: Chuck Cooney, Wally Pfeiffer,
and Mark Sandow. Don't forget just because we
do not hold membership meetings during the
summer, it doesn't mean you can't stop in and
wet your whistle. Mark you calender for the
Annual Corn Roast which will be held in the
Post parking lot on Sunday August 16th. Good
times, good food music, and lots of cold beer. We
hope to see everyone there

Again don’t forget to enjoy the summer
while its here. You never know what next week
will be like. After all, we are living in Wisconsin.

Committee Chairman Dave Wischer

MESSAGE FROM A POSTMEMBER

I would like to thank the members of Post
537, for all their help and support over the last
three years, for painting my house. holding a
fund raiser to help with my home expenses, and
for making sure that my dues were current, when
I was unable to do so. I would also like to thank
the S.A.L. and the Legion Auxiliary for all their
time and help as well. To all these wonderful
people, again thank you for your Time and
Consideration. We would have had things much
more difficult without you.

John Pugel and family
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REQUESTS FOR FUNDS FROM THE
CHILDREN, YOUTH AND VETERANS FUND

We were successful in our Fund Raiser for
the LOCAL Children, Youth and Veterans. We
have a limited amount of funds that can be
requested this fall for expenditure.

We have very strict guidelines on the
request for funds. All requests must be in
writing and given to the Fund Raising
Committee for discussion. The Committee will
recommend approval or disapproval and
determine the amount of funds to be dispensed.
The Committee will then take the requests to the
Post Executive Board for approval or
disapproval. If approved by the Board, the
request will then be brought before the
Membership for discussion and approval. AT
NO TIME, will funds be dispersed from the Fund
from the Membership Floor, or by verbal request.
If funds are requested at a Membership Meeting,
the request will be taken to the Committee at the
earliest possible date, discussed, taken with
recommendations to the Executive Board, and
then back to the membership. These guidelines
were put into place to prevent motions from the
floor, for monies, without knowing where the
monies are coming from. Anyone who wants to
request funds must follow these procedures.
Please keep in mind that we are limiting
expenditures to the LOCAL community. Our
goal is to service the community around the H. A.
Todd Post. If you have a request please mail it to
the Post (or drop off request in a sealed envelope)
to the Attention of “Post Fund Raising
Committee”. Thank you.

VETERANS HELPING OTHERS

On a Saturday in June, an S.A.L. member
who was enjoying time at the Post Bar, went
outside to go home. My car would not start.
Two men stepped forward and asked “What do
you need?” I explained that I know absolutely

nothing about cars, but I knew that my car would
not turn over. The gentlemen figured out what
was wrong with my car, and got it running for
me. When they told me the car was set to go, I
asked “what can I do to thank you?”. I was told
“you don’t need to do anything, you do plenty
around the Post and we are glad to help.” This
was a Vietnam Veteran helping me, someone
who has not served our country, but he was
willing to help anyone in need.. I want to thank
Steve J, and his son for making my evening
easier. We all thank and Salute our Veterans who
care so much about everyone. God Bless the
Veterans.

S.A.LMember Darryl Wnuk

POSTWEBSITE
www.toddpost537.org

For all our members who have access to
the Web, please take time to go out and look at
the fabulous website that was set up by Post
Members Robert Fyfe and Nick Berg. Robert
and Nick asked for advise, and between the two
of them they have a very informational website
for our membership, and anyone who wants to
know what the H.A. Todd Post is about. These
two men even took the time to put all the
pictures of our Past Commanders and the years
they served the Post on a slideshow. There are
pictures from the Memorial Day Parade, the trip
to the Lagarto remembrance ceremony, as well as
other pictures.

Beginning with this issue the Todd Tattler
will be displayed on the website also. There are
links to the State, National and Auxiliary
Websites.

There is a page for the calendar of events,
so you can check to be sure you are not missing
any important event.

Take a look, we think you will enjoy what
has been developed.
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POST CHILREN, YOUTH AND
VETERANS

FUND RAISER

Well I'll be. Just when I felt our
membership was going let a fine fundraiser take
a tumble several people stepped right up and did
more than their fair share. We were successful in
having sold enough tickets for the Childrens and
Veterans Benefit Raffle that we have ended up in
the black. We didn't make a ton of money but we
have to start somewhere.

The committee will now start looking at
applications for donations to Childrens and
Veteran's programs. There is a set of guidelines
that will be used to help determine where money
will be sent to assist programs. As stated earlier
this is a limited amount of money so don't expect
a large amount this year, but with the help of
ALLmembers we can sell all 537 tickets for the
next raffle that will be drawn on Veteran's Day,
November 11th. Tickets are now available at the
Post bar, or call any member of the committee,
and we will insure that we will have tickets
dropped off at your home.

On Memorial Day we held the drawing for
the Children and Youth Fund Raiser. Winners
were called and each person we talked to was
very happy that their number was drawn.

Name Ticket No
Katie and Vince Agnew 466 $2,500.00
Cheryl Keihl 390 $1,250.00
Bob Carranza 453 $500.00
Matthew Marcetich 411 $250.00
Jimmy B's 354 $250.00
Debbie & Sue Etheridge 168 $250.00
Janet Blaine 292 $250.00
Leo Endres 109 $250.00
Ken Zeske 160 $250.00
Roxanne & Darryl 359 $250.00
Wally Pufahl & Sue Etheridge 155 $250.00

Sharon Hansen 384 $250.00
Harry O 331 $250.00
Riverwest 077 $125.00
Gary Simmons 142 $125.00
Todd Zeske 117 $125.00
Gretchen Davies 022 $125.00
Smiley 161 $125.00
Wally Pufahl 262 $125.00
Club 99 400 $125.00
Karen Wischer 124 $ 50.00
Chuck Cooney 104 $ 50.00
Kevin Carter 135 $ 50.00
Gary & Linda Lisinski 266 $ 50.00
Bob Charland 475 $ 50.00
Walter Pfeiffer 041 $ 50.00
Dennis Zarr 372 $ 50.00
Wendy & Virginia Laurich 336 $ 50.00
Gene & Joan Kroll 242 $ 50.00
Bill Schubring 473 $ 50.00
Sue Klement 265 $ 50.00
John P & Kevin B 199 $ 50.00
Barb Johnson ` 309 $ 50.00
Amollie Lawrence 147 $ 50.00
Annette Crampton 367 $ 50.00
Joanne Martin 414 $ 50.00
Sue Etheridge 259 $ 50.00
Trapper 455 $ 50.00
Bob Gammon 304 $ 50.00
Beth Carter 134 $ 50.00
Wanda Fremut 023 $ 50.00
Leo & Joyce Endres 252 $ 50.00
Dennis Zarr 370 $ 50.00
Darcy Birk 315 $ 50.00
Amanda Dempsey 110 $ 50.00
Larry Brewer 462 $ 50.00
Thomas Beaster 158 $ 50.00
Gretchen Davies 014 $ 50.00
Jim Marinkovich 052 $ 50.00
Mike Wischer 150 $ 50.00

Chairperson Dave Wischer 414-429-2429
Chuck Cooney 414-852-5782
Linda Pfeiffer 262-784-2807
Mark Sandow 414-545-0409
Nick Berg Home: 414-329-8184

Cell: 414-698-3181
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July 14
House Committee Meeting - 6:30 pm

July 15
4th District Delegate Meeting
Post 27 920 Monroe Ave
South Milwaukee 7:30 pm

July 21
Post Ex Bd Meeting - Cramer Hall

7:00 pm
July 23 thru July 26

State American Legion Convention
Wyndham Hotel -Milwaukee, WI

August 8
Post Picnic - 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

August 11
House Committee Meeting - 6:30 pm

August 16
Corn Roast - Post Parking Lot

August 18
Post Ex Bd Meeting - Cramer Hall-7:30 pm

HARV’S QUIK QUIZ ANSWERS

1. b. Peace Corps, created by President Kennedy
in 1961.

2. a. East - West. Odd numbered Interstate
Highways run North - South.

3. c. Franklin D Roosevelt. Note: March 12,
1933 he started the 1st of his 30 radio
“Fireside Chats” telling what was
being done with the economic crisis.

4. b. Abe Lincoln.
5. b. James Polk. Note: Sarah Polk was

furious that her diminutive, homely
husband was often totally ignored
when making an entrance.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
SPONSORS
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ANNUAL TODD
POST PICNIC
AUGUST 8, 2009
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Valley View Park,
Picnic Area 2,
New Berlin

Located on Sunnyslope Rd (south of Beloit Rd)
turn right off Sunnyslope - then left by the

bathrooms.

Here we are again, planning to get
together to enjoy each others company and have
a great cookout. Bring the kids to play in the
Park. There is no cost for the picnic as this is
sponsored by the Post for the Legion Family.
Bring yourselves and family members.

Help is needed to set-up and tear down.
Help is also needed with the cooking. Please call
or email and let me know if you can help. Thank
you.

We will have refreshments, food, games
and lots of talking and fun. Please join us for a
great time. (I have ordered good weather).

1st Vice Linda Pfeiffer will be at the
entrance table to collect dues. She will also have
Tickets for the Children, Youth and Veteran Fund
Raiser available. They are $25.00 each, but as you
read through the Tattler, you will find the list of
winners from the Memorial Day Drawing.
Maybe you will be the top winner in the drawing
on Veterans Day. Can’t win if you don’t have a
ticket.

2nd Vice Commander Grant Nothnagel
414-321-3231

grantnothnagel@att.net

TAPS
Douglas Schwartz

Past Post Commander
6/18/2009

Marines - WWII

We extend our
sympathy to his family
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