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DATES
TO REMEMBER

December 7, 2010
7:30 pm

Membership Meeting
. . .

December 7
Pearl Harbor Day

. . .
December 8, 2010

6:30 pm -
Cramer Hall

Auxiliary Fashion Show
. . .

December 15, 2010
7:30 pm

4th District Meeting
Oak Creek Post

. . .
December 19, 2010
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Cramer Hall
Legion Family

Childrens Christmas
Party with Santa

. . .
December 19, 2010

5:00 pm
Cramer Hall
Legion Family

Christmas Dinner
. . .

December 20, 2010
6:00 pm

Smoker Planning
Committee Meeting

. . .
December 20, 2010

7:00 pm
Post Executive Board

Meeting

COMMANDERS CORNER

I hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving. I also hope all the deer
hunters had a safe and successful hunting season. As I write this, I have my
fingers crossed hopping my hunt is successful. Remember that we are having
our Post Children's Christmas party on Sunday, December 19, 2010 from 3:00 pm
till 5:00 pm. Following the children's party, we will have a Christmas dinner for
Post, Auxiliary and S.A.L. members and guests. If you plan on attending, please
send in your reservation by the December membership meeting.

If anyone is interested, the City of West Allis is having it's annual
Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 4, 2010 at 4:30 pm. The tree lighting
ceremony will be in front of City Hall on 75th and Greenfield at 3:45 pm.

We are looking for volunteers to help with the annual Post Smoker. The
smoker is being held on Friday, March 4, 2011. If you can help out, please let
Gretchen Davies, Linda Pfeiffer or myself know as soon as you can.

I would like to congratulate the Ladies Auxiliary, who just celebrated
their 60th anniversary. I was unable to attend the celebration due to work. I
heard they had a good program and delicious food.

I hope to see everyone at the next membership meeting. Also if you have
not sent in your 2011 dues, please do so as soon as you can.

My family and I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Commander Brian Duerr
414-541-7703

brianduerr@hotmail.com

WE WISH YOU A
MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND A
HAPPY NEW YEAR
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

We are currently at 256 paid members for 2011
To reach 100% we need 321 paid members. Please
contact me if you have questions. To be a member in
good standing, your dues must be at National
Headquarters by December 30th, 2010.

Dues for 2011 are $35.00. If you are retired and
have been a member of Post 537 for 10 or more years,
your dues are $28.00.

1st Vice Commander Linda Pfeiffer
262-784-2807 and Editor

waltnlindapfeiffer@sbcglobal.net

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

The December membership meeting of the
S.A.L. will be held in the Wimmer Room at 6:30 pm
on December 7th,, 2010. We currently have 54
members paid for 2011 and have exceeded 100%.
Thank you.

It’s the end of the Green bean drive and
non-perishable foods and it was successful with all
the help of our members and friends from the Post we
collected a bit over 6.3 tons of food (12750 lbs). Dollar
wise it is equal to $11, 087 . It was all given to Hunger
Task Force. They were very pleased with the results.
Seneca Foods, got us going with a few pallets of green
beans, pineapple bits, and onion crisps, and we thank
them immensely. All of the food will be distributed
by Thanksgiving to those in need.

There is a picture on the wall at the Post to
show some of what was collected.

Just a thank you note to all who took part
and/or attended our Halloween Dance. We all had
fun and enjoyed a great band. Prizes for costumes
was a hard choice because there were some
knockouts. It was a blast. We look forward to next
year.

Adjutant Jim Thomas
414-640-5132

jthomas26@wi.rr.com

POPPY DISTRIBUTION

Saturday, November 6th a number of Legion
and Auxiliary members distributed poppies at
various locations. We received donations of over
$2500.00, to be used for Veterans, Veterans Programs
and Veterans families. Thank you to everyone who
helped.

Next Distribution date will be “Brewers
Opening Day” at Miller Park on Monday April 4,
2011. We will of course need lots of help, so if you are
not working that day, or can take a day off of work,
this is a great opportunity to help our Veterans in
2011.

Recent donations from the Poppy Fund: The
Post and Auxiliary each donated $500.00 to Dry
Hootch. This is a newly remodeled facility for
“Veterans friends, and family, to share a cup of coffee,
lattes, sodas, juices, and stories. Join the camaraderie
of others who've been where you've been; who share
that special bond of serving their country and have
felt the daily toll of being in harms way.” If you want
information on this facility, please log onto:
http://dryhootch.org. If you do not have internet
acccess, and want information, please call any officer,
or come to membership meeting, and we will help get
you the information you need. Other donations,
include Thanksgiving baskets, and monetary
donations to CampAmerican Legion.

Jim Marinkovich
3rd Vice Commander

414-327-3420

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT

Greetings to all. If you are aware of a Post
member who is ill, in need of assistance, or who has
passed away, please contact me as soon as possible, so
that I can perform my duties as Service Officer. If you
have questions on Veterans benefits, please contact
me, and I will help as best as I can.

Service Officer Nick Berg
Home: 414-329-8184 - Cell: 414-698-3181

nberg99@yahoo.com



HARV’S QUIK QUIZ

1. What Country now has nearly 3,000 Kentucky
Fried Chicken outlets?

a. China b. Japan c. Thailand

2. The Fourth of July is noted to be the biggest Beer
Consumption Holiday of the year. How many cases
of beer are sold in grocery stores across the Country?

a. 28 million b. 18 million c. 24 million

3. For American Grillers, which entree’ is more
popular?

a. Steak b. Hamburgers c. Hot Dogs

4. In the 1930’s what was built most by the Tennessee
Valley Authority?

a. Dams b. Skyscrapers c. Railroads

5. What did the Spanish Conquistadors bring to
North America in 1493?

a. Muskets b. Dogs c. Horses

BETTER TREATMENT STUDY

The VA appreciates all that Veterans have
done for our country and they hope to give back to
Veterans by conducting research specifically focused
to help them. For that reason, Dr. Cornette and her
entire research group are very enthusiastic about a
current project called the “Better Treatment” study.

The VA is looking for volunteer Veterans
between the ages of 17 and 65, who never had or
needed any kind of mental health or substance
treatment, so that they can compare the volunteers to
those Veterans who have received treatment. Amajor
goal of the study is to more effectively develop mental
health, self-harm prevention, and acute intervention
programs within the VA hospital system.

The VA is asking participants to meet with
them on three (3) occasions at the Zablocki VA

Medical Center. The meetings would take place over
a two (2) month period. Veterans would have a
clinical interview, fill out self-report measures, and
complete straight-forward computer tasks. The VA is
able to thank participants for their time with a modest
stipend.

The enclosed flyer contains some additional
information about the study and its requirements. If
you are interested in participating, or would like to
find out more information, please contact the Mental
Health Research Office at 414-384-2000 ext. 41836 and
ask for Sandy.

POWER PROGRAM

Even though the VA’s POWER program has
officially ended, our Legion Post’s involvement in the
POWER program will continue! The POWER (Posts
Working for VetERans Health) Program is a study
which will compare two ways to help people learn
how to control their high blood pressure. As part of
this study and even now that the study is complete,
Gretchen and I are required to give a short
presentation at every Legion Meeting - each on a
variety of topics.

We will be presenting 2 topics at the December
meeting: Cholesterol Drugs and Common Foot
Problems. Here’s a brief explanation of the topics to
be presented:

Cholesterol Drugs

The POWER Program has always focused on
things that affect blood pressure, but for many people,
cholesterol is just as important – or even more
important. At our next meeting, Gretchen and I will
discuss lowering your cholesterol using drugs. Since
the most commonly used drugs for cholesterol come
from the same family – the statins – we will focus
primarily on them.

Common Foot Problems

The POWER Program has always stressed
maintaining good health, and has focused on blood
pressure and related issues such as diet, exercise, and
taking medication. We don't often think of our feet as
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a primary health concern, but foot problems are very
common. These problems can make it difficult to
exercise, or can lead to other medical complications.
For people with diabetes or peripheral vascular
disease, it is especially important to have good foot
care. At our next meeting, Gretchen and I will talk
about how to address common foot problems as well
as provide a couple website that Dr. Whittle thought
might be helpful for foot care.

Again, thanks for your continued participation
and support in the POWER program.

I look forward to seeing you at the next
meeting.

Robert Fyfe
414-208-9731 (cell phone)

RFYFE@WI.RR.COM

AUXILIARY NEWS

Greetings Legion Family,

The Auxiliary celebrated their Anniversary on
November 14, 2010, with a celebratory luncheon. We
were honored to have Auxiliary President Florence
Wasley and 4th District Commander Wayne Jensen in
attendance. An excellent meal was prepared by our
own kitchen S.A.L. staff and we would like to give
them heartfelt thanks.

As we are entering this very busy time of year,
please remember to provide service to those in our
community that are not as fortunate as ourselves.
Providing assistance to those that need it can prove to
be a great blessing.

Holiday Fashion Show
Wednesday, December 8th
Fashion Fair 6:30 PM
Style Show 7:00 PM

Fashions provided by Dressbarn of Johnson
Creek

Splash Hair Design & Spa is offering FREE
chair massages.

Jewelry displays: Jewelry by Darlene, Designs
by Karen, Lia Sophia.

Raffles
Door Prizes
Delicious treats served after the show

EVERYONE: Auxiliary, Post, S.A.L., relatives, friends,
co-workers, HUSBANDS, are welcome to attend!

Advance tickets $5, night of show $7.
Call 414-321-1479 for information.

The Christmas Party should prove to be a fun
and entertaining day. Hopefully all will attend this
event. Remember to fill out your reservation form
and be sure to include those children or
grandchildren in your lives.

Happy New Year to our Legion Family

Sue Hembrook
Auxiliary President

genesuehem@wi.rr.com
262-843-4791

WEWILL CONTINUE TO COLLECT
ALUMINUM CANS

FOR THE OUTREACH FUND

Please save your aluminum cans throughout
the Holiday season, and winter months. If you have
several bags that need to be picked up, call Wally at
262-784-2807, and we will make arrangements to pick
them up, or meet you at the Post Clubhouse, if you
prefer to drop them off there. Please do not just drop
them off without calling, as there is nowhere to store
them. We collected a little over $37 worth of cans on
November 14th. All proceeds from the cans go into
the Outreach Fund, to help those in need in our local
area. While Poppy donations are earmarked by the
Legion, Auxiliary and Post for Veterans and their
families, this fund can be used to help those in need
outside the Veterans “Family”. We have so many
people in need, and this is just a small way to help
with unexpected expenses, or donations to the food
pantry. If you take off the Pop-Tops, please put them
in a separate container, and those will be given to the
Auxiliary for the Ronald McDonald House.
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CHRISTMASWITH THE VETS

If you have time on December 11, 2010, and
want to spend some time with the Veterans at the
Zablocki VA Hospital, please call Jenn Dentice at
414-218-3030, and let him know that you are able to
attend and / or help with the event. This is to bring a
little cheer to the Veterans who are hospitalized or are
residents at the Zablocki Center. Donations of gifts
are also welcome. Contact Jeff for a list of what is
needed and appropriate.

DISTRICT NEWS

It's DECEMBERALREADY!!!!! Where has
this year gone? It seems just like only yesterday
we were writing about warm weather, sunshine,
and blue skies. Now, it's snow, cold and
BLECCH! Yes, I really love Winter.

VFW Post 7485 held their annual Veterans'
Day Observance on Nov. 11th. On hand were
VFW Past State Commander Phil Jasinski and his
wife, VFWAuxiliary members, Past State Legion
Commander Chuck Cooney, members of the
Legion and guests. Special thanks to the S.A.L.
for their donation of coffee, doughnuts,
sandwiches and manpower for this event. It was
greatly appreciated by all. Rob Fyfe took pictures
of the event and "magically" transformed them
into a great looking poster that is now hanging
on the wall in the bar. Thanks, Rob, for a job well
done.

Sue and I attended the H.A. Todd, Jr. Unit
537 Auxiliary 60th Anniversary Celebration held
on November 14th. In attendance were
Department Chaplain Laura Calteux, 4th District
Commander Wayne Jensen, and Guest Speaker
Department President Florence Wasley. The
luncheon was provided by Darryl Wnuk, S.A.L.
members and friends. It was truly a great way to
spend an afternoon.

I hope you took the time to give thanks for

all that you have been given this year. It's
certainly rougher this year than it has been in
previous years, but we still have clothes on our
backs, a roof over our heads, and food in our
bellies (yeah, I know, some of us ate more than
others). We also are fortunate to have family and
friends to share our lives with. It doesn't get any
better than that. Thank you.

Let's not forget Pearl Harbor Day,
December 7th. There is always a ceremony at the
War Memorial. You may want to check the paper
for other services, as well. Also, this is a great
time of year to donate a pint --- of blood, that is.
Either the American Red Cross or the Blood
Center of Wisconsin will be happy to accept your
donation.

December 19th is the Christmas Party for
the Todd Post. I'm sure there is info elsewhere in
this newsletter. Rumor has it that Santa will be
here. Guess you'll just have to show up to find
out. HO! HO! HO!

The 4th District Christmas Party will be
held at Oak Creek Post 434, 9327 S. Shepherd
Ave, Oak Creek, on December 15th starting at
7:30 pm. This is open to all Legion members.

Mark Sandow
Post Historian and

4th District Vice-Commander
414-545 0409

FROM THE HOUSE COMMITTEE
AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BAR

We all wish you a very Merry Christmas
Season, and a Healthy and Happy New Year. Stop
and see us during the Holiday Season. This is your
gathering spot, and we are always pleased to have
you stop in and say hello.

Wally Pufahl
Doug Kueny
Danny Key
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December 1
6:00 pm - Milwaukee County Christmas Party
Tanner/Paull Post - reservations required.

December 7 Pearl Harbor Day
December 7

6:30 pm - S.A.L. Meeting - Wimmer Room
6:30 pm - Blood Pressure Screening - Hall
7:30 pm - Member Meeting

December 8
6:30 pm - Auxiliary Holiday Fashion Show

Cramer Hall
December 14

6:30 pm - House Committee Meeting
December 15

7:30 pm - 4th District Christmas Party
Oak Creek Post 434 - 9327 S Shepard Ave

December 21
3:00 pm - Post Children’s Christmas Party
followed by Legion “Family” Christmas
Dinner at 5:00 pm in Cramer Hall

December 20
6:00 pm - Smoker Committee Meeting - Hall
7:00 pm - Executive Board Meeting - Hall

December 24 Christmas Eve
Bar closes at 4:00 pm

December 25 Christmas Day
BAR CLOSED

December 31 New Years Eve
Bar closes at 6:00 pm

January 1, 2011 New Years Day
January 4, 2011

6:30 pm - S.A.L. Meeting - Wimmer Room
7:30 pm - Membership Meeting - Cramer Hall

Harv’s Quik Quiz Answers

1. a. China - Note: It was the first quick-service
chain in China starting in 1987. They have 2950
restaurants in more than 650 Chinese cities. The
Company opens nearly one new KFC everyday in
mainland China.

2. c. 24 million - Note: it supports 1.9 million jobs
and generates $190 billion to U.S. economy annually.

3. b. Hamburgers - Note: 85% burgers; 80% steak;
and 79% Hot Dogs.

4. a. Dams - Note: to correct problems of flooding
and erosion caused by the Tennessee River.

5. c. Horses - Note: Before that, people walked to
wherever they needed to go.

YOUR INVOLVEMENTWITH THE
SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN OF

THE UNITED STATES

Do you contact your Elected Washington
Officials. The article below may give you reason to
call or write to them and express your opinion.

Many people ask what the American Legion
does for the Veteran, please note, that the American
Legion fights to protect the Veteran. This is one of the
reasons we need to retain our membership, and grow
with new members. While the Legion will go to
washington for the Veterans, you, as a Veteran, can
express your viewpoint through letters, email’s and
phone calls. We as Veterans need to stand together.

American Legion National Commander
Jimmie Foster is criticizing the recommendations of
two debt reduction commissions that would decrease
military retirement benefits. One panel, chaired by
former Sen. Pete Domenici and Clinton
administration Budget Director Alice Rivlin, calls for
changing the formula to calculate military retirement
pay and delaying payments until the eligible veterans
reach age 57. Another panel, chaired by former Sen.
Alan Simpson and retired Clinton White House Chief
of Staff Erskine Bowles, recommends that military
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retirement checks be delayed until age 60.

“There they go again. Every time Washington
wakes up with a deficit hangover after decades of
spending binges, those who study the serious
problems of our national debt can’t resist the easy but
unfair route of trying to balance the budget on the
backs of veterans,” Foster said. “It is unfair, and if
these ridiculous proposals are passed into law, it will
hurt America’s ability to defend itself from our
enemies.

“Tell it to the Marines. I want these
commissions to look a 22-year-old Marine in the eye
and say that if you retire at age 40, after 20 years of
service and three, four or even more tours of being
shot at in Afghanistan, that you still have not done
enough to receive your retirement. I want these
commissions to tell the soldiers in Iraq that the
benefits they are receiving are too much. America has
a huge debt all right. And it is owed to these men and
women who protect our freedoms every day. It is a
debt that must be repaid.”

The panels have also recommended cuts to
military weapons systems that could hurt American
efforts to fight the global war on terrorism. The
Simpson/Bowles Commission suggested slashing
$100 billion from the defense budget in 2015, closing
one-third of the U.S. bases overseas and freezing
noncombat military pay. Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates warned that cutting even 10 percent or $55
billion from his budget would be “catastrophic” for
the military.

“Cutting the military’s budget while it is
engaged in two wars is unconscionable,” Foster said.
“When you send American troops to war, you must
pay the cost of those wars. Freezing pay and cutting
benefits, whether in combat or in garrison, will also
make young people think twice before volunteering
to serve their country. The United States would not
exist if not for the sacrifices of the men and women
who have served in our military throughout our
history. It is only because of their sacrifice, that bean
counters have the freedom to argue about how to
balance the budget to begin with.”

CALLING ALLMEMBERS

It is time to plan the annual Smoker (although
March 4, 2011, will be a Smokeless Smoker!!!)
Linda Pfeiffer and I are co-chairing the event but we
are new at this and need all the help we can get.
There will be planning committee meetings at 6: 00
pm on the 3rd Monday of each month between now
& the big day. Come share your ideas and
experience!

The traditional raffles will start as soon as the
door is open; so please talk to any business owners
with whom you regularly do business and drum up
some items or gift certificates for the raffles. (and of
course bring your dollar bills on March 4th!)

Also, new Post Office regulations do not allow
the mailing of raffle or sweepstake tickets so PLEASE
talk to your friends, relatives and fellow Legion
Family members about buying tickets. We will
GLADLYmail or hand deliver the ticket stubs upon
receipt of payments!!! Information on the “Big Raffle”
will be in the January issue of the Tattler. We have to
wait until we can print the tickets and that cannot
occur until we have the 2011 raffle license.

The event will commence at 6:30 pm this year
with the traditional meal being served at 10:00 pm.
Anyone interested in chairing the "kitchen duties
team" please contact either Linda or me. Any
contribution of relish trays, cheese, sausage, crackers,
salads or desserts will be welcomed with open arms.

And most of all, please mark your calendar
and come and play cards and have an enjoyable
evening.

HIGH SCHOOLORATORICAL CONTEST

The Legion Orational Contest begins the end
of January 2010 at the Todd Post. If you know a high
school student that is a good speaker, ask him or her
to contact 3rd Vice Jim Marinkovich as soon as
possible, so that he or she can participate in the
contest. There are scholarship funds avaliable for the
students who advance in the contest, and in today’s
world, the students can use the scholarship funds to
defray college expenses.
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LEGION FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY

Please fill out reservation form for the
Childrens Christmas Party, and the Joint Post Family
Christmas Party and return as per instructions.
Please note: the children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren of paid 2011 Post, Auxiliary
and SALmembers are eligible for the Childrens
Party. Please note, that we need the names and
gender of the children who will attending the party,
so that age and gender appropriate gifts can be
purchased. We know that a young man would not
want to get a doll or makeup kit. Deadline has been
extended to December 7th Please note: the
Christmas Dinner is for all members of the Legion
Family - Post, Auxiliary, and S.A.L., their spouse
and children. Your dues must be paid for 2011 at
the time of your reservations. No exceptions.
Deadline is December 7th.

Commander Brian Duerr 414-541-7703 Service Officer Nick Berg 414-698-3181
Editor Linda Pfeiffer 262-784-2807 Todd Post Website: www.toddpost537.org

BETTER TREATMENT STUDY

TTAAPPSS
JOHN B HOVE
10/22/2010
Korea - Army

We extend our sympathy to his
family.


